[image: image1.jpg]SC CONPET SA

Str. Anul 1848 nr. 1-3, Ploiesti, 100559, Prahova, Romania
Tel: +40 - 244 - 401 360; fax: + 40-244 - 51 64 51
e-mail: conpet@conpet.ro; web: www.conpet.ro

Cod unic de inregistrare: R 1350020, Cod CAEN 4950
Inregistrata la Registrul Comertului Prahova sub nr.J29/6/22.01.1991
Capital social subscris si varsat 28 569 842,40 lei

@ CONPET




                              Reg. no.: .............../25.10.2013
RIGHT OF REBUTTAL 
To: 
     ZIUA NEWS (www.ziuanews.ro)

In attn.: Mr. Petre Niţeanu, Editor in Chief 
As concerns the article “Tender with dedication from the liberals to Gruia Stoica” (Rom.: “Licitatie cu dedicatie de la liberali pentru Gruia Stoica”, published on www.ziuanews.ro web page, on 24.10.2013, we hereby request the publication of the following data, for an accurate information of the public opinion: 
1. The tender procedure referred to in the article was organized based on a set of clear criteria, legally binding, the price representing just one criterion among others.   
2. The procurement procedure currently performed by CONPET has as scope of work the conclusion of a 14 months contract, not a 4 years contract, as it is being revealed in the article.   
3. The value of the services subject to this procedure performed by  CONPET S.A. amounts 78 million Lei and not “approximately 80 million Euro”.
4. CONPET  S.A. has invited all the 23 operators registered in the “Railway Catalogue 2012 – 2013” to participate to the procedure that is currently under perfomance, in view of granting the contract for the crude oil and rich gas railway tanks transport services, from the loading ramps to the refineries. The named procedure is based on a tender book and a draft contract. The invitation has also been published on CONPET website, www.conpet.ro. Following the launch of this invitation, three companies expressed their interest to participate to the tender, by no means two, as it is being contemplated in the article. The three firms are the only ones to have expressed their interest in relation to this contract and dispose of the transport capacities necessary for CONPET. 
For an accurate and complete information, we hereby emphasize several key aspects.  
The procurement procedure for the “the crude oil and rich gas railway tanks transport services, from the loading ramps to the refineries” was initiated at the end of last year (on 06.12.2012), through  “open tender”. The contract under execution would cease in the spring of 2013, by reaching the due term.  Following the execution of the open tender procedure, our company designated S.C. Grup Feroviar Roman S.A. (GFR) as the rightful winner- the bidder with the lowest price. Given that GFR refused to conclude the contract, CONPET, as per the legal provisions, was bound to cancel the procedure. Moreover, CONPET sanctioned the winning bidder by detaining the tender guarantee amounting approximately one million dollars (3.200.000 Lei). Note that CFR did not challenge our decision regarding the annulment of the „open tender” procedure. 
For our company, it is crucial that the railway transport bear continuity following the expiry of the former railway transport contract. For this reason, CONPET has recently resumed the procedure for the conclusion of a new contract to be valid up to 31.12.2014. This time, CONPET initiated the tender procedure starting with the final stage – the open outcry direct negotiation. This procedure (stipulated by law) encourages the direct competition between bidders, maximizing the company’s chances to obtain a lower price. The 14 months contract validity period was set by taking into account the provision of the predictability of the income and expenditure budget corresponding to 2014. In order to provide the utmost evaluation conditions and the exclusion of any potential inaccuracies, CONPET established an audit commission to review the compliance of the technical bid documents submitted by the bidders with the substantiality, on site, of the declared technical capacity. At the present time, this procedure is yet to finalize; for this reason, we cannot give any price detail, considering that such an undertaking would be against the law. 

We are pointing out that all the public procurement procedures executed by S.C. CONPET S.A. are being performed as per the legal provisions in force, here included the compliance with the principles to be  observed when adjudicating the public procurement contracts (related to transparency, equal  and non-discriminatory treatment for all participants etc).

We hope to have clarified all aspects related to this subject. We are available to answer any question you may have in relation to CONPET activity. 

Considering that S.C. CONPET S.A. is a company traded on Bucharest Stock Exchange, we kindly ask you to upload this right of rebuttal on your website, for the accurate information of the shareholders and public opinion.

The Business Development, Strategy and Public Relations Department
Eng. Simion Cîrstocea
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